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DERWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  for  1953 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

W.  BERTRAM  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

(Retired  30th  September,  1953) 

W.  WILSON,  M.R.,  R.Ch.,  R.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

(.Appointed  1st  October,  1953) 


Sanitary  Inspector 

G.  CHARNLEY 

Cert.  S.T.  Board 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.T. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  H.  BLACXRURN 

Cert.  S.I.  Board 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.I, 
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Divisional  Health  Office, 

The  Poplars, 

Rurnby  Lane, 

r^ocklington. 

September,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  Derwent. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

J have  the  honour  of  presenting  for  your  consideration 
my  .Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  District  for  the  year  1953. 

J should  like  to  take  this  opi)ortunity  O'f  thanking  mem- 
bers of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  during 
ihe  year,  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  and  other  De])artments 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WILSON, 


A'lcdical  Offiecr  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Number  O'f  Inhabited  Mouses  (estimate) 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popiilaiton 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


54,925 

4,063 

13,300 

£59,783 

£234/4/2 


Vital  Statistics 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births. — Legitimate 

72 

77 

149 

Illegitimate 

1 

6 

7 

73 

83 

156 

birth  Rate 
Illegitimate  Kate 
Still  births 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  po])ulation 
Death  o'f  infants  under  one  year  ... 
Death  of  infants  under  four  weeks  ... 
Rate  ])er  1,000  live  births 


11.7  per  1,000 
4.4%  of  total  births 


5 

0.38 

3 

2 

19.2 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  83  95  178 

Death  Rate  ....  ;...  ....  13.4  per  1,000 


Comparative  Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  during  the 

year  1953 


Live  j Still 
Births  Births 

(Rates  per  1,000 
population^ 

Deaths 

ci\ilian 

Deaths  of  chil- 
dren under  one 
year  of  age  per 
1,(XX)  registered 
live  births 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

0.55 

n.4 

26.8 

160  C.B.s  and  (Ireat  Towns 
including  London 

17.0 

0.43 

,2.2 

30.8 

160  Smaller  Towns 

15.7 

0.34 

11.3 

24.3 

London  Admin.  County  .... 

17.5 

0.38 

12.5 

24.8 
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Table  of  Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Derwent  R.D.C. 


Year 

Crude 

Corrected 

Crude 

Corrected 

Infant 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Mortality 

1952 

Cj 

1 

14.3 

9.1 

8.5 

5.5 

1953 

117 

12.3 

13.4 

12.6 

19.2 

Table  Showing  Causes  of  Death  in  Derwent  R.D.C.,  1953. 


Male 


Female  Total 


All  Causes  .... 

83 

95 

178 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .... 

4 

1 

a 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphiitis  disease  .... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .... 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 



8.  Measles 

— 

— 



9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .... 

— 

4 

4 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

6 

— 

6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymjfhatic 

— 

— 

— 

neoplasms  ....  

5 

8 

13 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .... 



_ 

16.  Diabetes  



2 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesitms  of  nervous  svstem 

15 

13 

28 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

2 

10 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

23 

31 

54 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

2 

3 

22.  Influenza 

2 

3 

5 

23.  Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

24.  Bronchitis  .... 

6 

3 

9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respirator  system 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

— 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

— 

— 

— 

8 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3l.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

15 

22 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .... 

1 

1 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

35.  Suicide  ....  ....  

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Table  showing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  deaths  durnig  1953. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0 — 1 year 

2 

1 

3 

1 — 4 years  ....  

— 

2 

2 

5 — 14  vears 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 24  vears  ....  

1 

1 

25 — 44  vears 

5 

4 

9 

45 — 54  vears 

5 

7 

12 

55 — 64  vears 

18 

16 

34 

65 — 74  vears 

25 

23 

48 

75  and  over 

27 

42 

69 

Totals 

83 

95 

178 

REVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 

DISEASE. 

OVER  INFECTIOUS 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  noti- 
ce! during  the  year: — 

Measles 

63 

Rronchoi  Pneumonia  .... 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

11 

Whooping  Congh 

36 

Acute  Pneumonia 

21 

Erysipelas  

1 

Ophthalmia  Ne  on  a t oru  m 

1 

Other 

1 

Cases  of  infecti(jns  are  admitted,  when  hospital  treatment 
is  necessary,  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  a York  and  Selby. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Six  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  or  came  to 
notice  during  the  year. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  1953,  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  were 
as  follow's : — 


Pulmonary  Male 

40 

Non-Pulmonary  Male 

14 

Pulmonary  Female  .... 

34 

Non-Pulmonary  Female 

13 

Total 

101 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated 
or  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  1953: 


Age  at  date  of  Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 year 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Totals 

Number  vaccinated 

76 

5 

7 

12 

24 

124 

Number  re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

2 

11 

52 

65 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

These  tables  give  details  of  children  who  have  completed 
a course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  : 


(a)  Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1953,  who  had  com- 
pleted a course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date  (i.e.,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1939. 


Age  at  31.12.53 
i.e.,  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 

1953 

1 

1952 

2 

1951 

3 

1950 

4 

1949 

5 to  9 

1944-48 

10  to  14 

1939-43 

Total 

under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

22 

111 

161 

168 

164 

947 

850 

2423 

10 


(b)  Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1953.  (Figures  also  included  in  (a)  above). 


Under  5 

5 to  14 

Total 

Boos  ter. s 

194 

28 

222 

174 

Estimated 

Population 

under 

15  years 
of  age 

Number  of  Children  Immunised 
(Primary  or  Booster) 

Total 

1939-1943 

Percentage 

Immunised 

1948  or 

earlier  1949-1953 

1949-19.53 

1939-1953 

Total 

Under  5 

5—14 

Total 

3047 

1250 

626 

547 

1173 

2423 

1 

38.5% 

78.5% 

Note. — Children  immunised  between  1949-1953  are  presumed 
to  be  immune.  The  immunity  of  children  immunised 
between  1939-1948  must  be  regarded  as  doubtful. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Nursing. 

A domiciliary  nursing  and  midwifery  service  is  available 
throughout  the  district  as  part  of  the  County  Councirs  scheme 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

District  Nurse/Midwives  are  stationed  at  Barlby  Skipwith, 
Escrick  and  Heslington. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  samples  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Hull,  and  routine  samples  of  water  are  sent  to 
this  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  are  based  at  Selby  and  York. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 


Barlby 

Dunnington 


Wednesdays  fortnightly,  2 p.in. 
Wednesdays  monthly,  2 ]).m. 


Elvington  ....  ....  ....  Mond^iys  monthly,  2 p.m. 
Fulford  ....  ....  ....  Tuesdays  weekly,  2 p.m. 

Riccall  and  R.A.F.  Riccall  Thursdays  monthly,  2 p.m. 

An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  monthly  in  Barlby  and  at 
three-monthly  intervals  at  Fulford. 

Oinics  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease  are  held  each 
week  at  York  and  Leeds. 

Hospitals. 

General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  admitted  tO'  hospitals 
at  York  and  Selby. 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Westow  Croft  Nursing 
Home,  Westow,  Westwood  Maternity  Hospital,  Beverley, 
and  Maternity  Homes  at  Goole  and  Yo^rk. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this 
.Act  during  the  year  1953. 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Water  Supply, 

^ A total  of  129  million  gallons  was  distirbuted  through  the 
Council’s  mains  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  2 millions 
over  1952,  The  proportions  obtained  from  Selby  U.D.C.  and 
York  Waterwo-rks  Company  were  approximately  the  same — 
83  millions  and  46  millions  respectively. 

The  private  supply  in  the  village  of  Escrick  continued  in 
use,  feeding  63  premises. 

All  the  supplies  are  chlorinated ; a total  of  26  samples  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  with  satisfactorv 
results. 

During  the  year  100  new  supplies  have  been  provided,  67 
domestic  and  33  trade  supplies  through  meters. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

A weekly  scavenging  service  has  been  maintained  to  all  but 
the  isolated  ])roperties  in  the  district,  and  is  generally  satis- 
factory. 

Following  the  re-(jrganisation  of  the  scheme,  three  vehicles 
are  operating,  each  with  loader-driver  and  two'  loaders,  and 
it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  mo'St  economical  arrangement. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  continues  at  Crockey  Hill  and  Barlby 
tips ; a further  site  at  North  Duffield  has  been  approved  and 
agreed  by  the  owners,  but  is  not  yet  being  used. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  duties  of  rodent  operative  are  carried  out  by  an  em- 
ployee who  is  ])rinci])ally  engaged  on  maintenance  of  sewage 
disposal  plant. 

Regular  treatments  are  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  tips  and 
sewers,  and  at  business  premises,  for  which  a charge  is  made. 
Treatments  have  be'en  carried  out  at  numerous  private  pro- 
perties where  infestations  have  been  discovered  or  complaints 
received. 


Sewa^ge  Disposal. 

No'  major  developments  have  taken  place  affecting  improve- 
ments to  the  general  village  sewage  disposal  arrangements, 
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other  than  the  completion  of  the  sewer  in  Mill  Lane,  Hes- 
lington.  Certain  owners  of  pjroperty  in  that  locality  have 
made  connections  to  the  sewer,  and  neg'otiations  with  the 
remaining-  owners  are  proceeding. 

The  Crossfields  and  Fordlands  Council  Estates  in  Fulford 
have  been  connected  to  the  York  Corporation  sewer,  and  the 
temporary  disposal  works  disconnected.  The  private  houses 
in  Fordlands  Road,  however,  continue  to  be  on  cesspool 
drainage  and  require  regular  and  frequent  visits  by  the 
Conncil’s  cesspool  emptying  vehicle.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
general  scheme  of  sewers  for  Heslington  and  Fulford  is  not 
to  be  long  delayed;  if  this  is  so,  the  pf  ovision  of  a sewer 
serving  Fordlands  Road  might  be  considered  as  a preliminary 
stage. 


Food  Premises. 

As  reported  last  year  it  was  considered  that  a complete 
survey  of  premises  concerned  with  manufacture  and  sale  of 
food  was  necessary,  and  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Black- 
burn this  matter  was  given  immediate  attention. 

Detailed  inspections  were  made  of  71  shops,  which  con- 
sisted of  37  Provision,  11  Butchers,  9 Fried  Fish,  6 Sweets, 
2 Cafes,  2 Bakehouses,  2 Off  Licence,  1 Greengrocer  and  1 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturer. 

16  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream, 
1 for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  4 for  the  manufacture 
of  sausage  and  meat  products. 

As  a result  of  informal  procedure,  electrical  or  gas  water 
heaters  have  been  provided  at  20  premises,  sinks  at  8 pre- 
mises, and  water  supply  installed  at  5 premises.  Works  of  a 
structural  nature  and  painting,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  at 
17  premises. 

A copy  of  the  byelaws  ado])ted  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivering  of  food  has  been 
delivered  to  the  occu])iers  of  all  food  premises  and  advice 
given  to  food  handlers  as  necessary.  In  all  139  visits  have 
been  recorded,  and  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  ensuring 
that  all  premises  satisfy  the  standards  prescribed  bv  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  that  personal  hygiene  is  prac- 
tised in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  food  bvelaws. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  when  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Amendment  Bill  becomes  law  a greater  measure  of  control 
over  vehicles  used  for  the  preparation  and  exposure  of  food 
for  sale  can  be  envisaged.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  legis- 
lation will  ])r()vide  for  the  licensing  of  all  types  of  these 
vehicles  thus  affording  a more  uniform  supervision  O'f  the 
travelling  shop  which  now  serves  an  important  function  in  a 
rural  community,  and  enabling  them  to  be  brought  into  line 
with  other  food  premises. 

A detailed  inspection  has  also'  been  made  of  the  32  public 
houses  in  the  area,  with  a view  tO'  improving  sanitary  accom- 
modation and  washing  facilities,  etc. 

Interviews  have  been  held  with  the  representatives  of, the 
eight  owners  concerned. 

Plans  have  been  approved  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
major  schemes  at  10  properties,  and  major  schemes  are  in  the 
])reliminarv  stage  for  2 properties. 

Although  it  is  understood  that  some  difficulty  is  being  ex- 
])erienced  by  owners  in  receiving  authority  tO'  commence 
works  owing  to  licensing  restrictions,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
majority  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  public  houses  will 
be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 


General  Public  Health  and  Housing  Inspections. 

All  complains  of  nuisance  and  housing  disrepair  have  been 
investigated  and  the  appropriate  action  taken ; no'  circum- 
stances required  submission  tO'  the  Council  for  fo'rmal  action. 
Excluding  food  premises,  reported  above,  a total  O'f  874  visits 
has  been  recorded,  dealing  with  the  Housing,  Public  Health 
and  Factory  Acts,  and  miscellaneous  regulations  and  byelaws. 
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Details  of  the  Water  Supply  of  each  Parish  in  the  Rural  Area 


PARISH 

No.  of 
Houses 

Cat.  1 

No.  of 
Houses 
supplied 
direct 
from 
public 
main 

! Cat.  2 

No.  of 
Houses 
supplied 

Cat.  3 

No.  of 
Houses 
supplieil 

Approximate  Population 
figures  for  respective 
categories 

from 

stand- 

pipes 

f rom 
other 
private 
sources 

Cat. 

1 

Cat. 

2 

Cat. 

.■? 

Barlby  

1049 

1030 

14 

5 

3284 

45 

18 

Cliffe  

262 

244 

10 

8 

724 

33 

29 

Ueighton 

57 

43 

14 

189 

46 

Dunnington 

296 

254 

12 

30 

840 

40 

104 

Elvington 

128 

116 

4 

8 

348 

14 

27 

Escrick  

126 

52 

74 

354 

242 

Hemingbrough 

206 

182 

6 

18 

592 

20 

60 

Kelfield  

100 

92 

4 

4 

297 

14 

14 

Rex  by  

60 

53 

7 

168 

24 

Nabiirn  

127 

101 

6 

20 

470 

20 

67 

North  Duffield 

111 

99 

8 

4 

374 

27 

15 

Riccall  

260 

247 

10 

3 

764 

34 

10 

Skipwith  

61 

49 

3 

9 

204 

11 

30 

Stillingfleet 

147 

138 

2 

7 

291 

7 

24 

Thorganby 

80 

68 

6 

6 

334 

20 

21 

Wheldrake 

138 

120 

12 

6 

495 

38 

21 

Totals 

3208 

2888 

97 

223 

072H 

323 

752 

Fulford  

Heslington 

492 

295 

1 Within  the  York  Waterworks  Company’s 
Statutory  Area — supplied  with  water  from 
1 their  mains. 

Total  Houses 

3995 

• I 
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Council  Houses. 


The  position  at  the  31st  March,  1954,  was  as  follows: — 


1 

PARISH 

1 

1 

POST  WAR 

PRICWAR 

Completed 

Under 

Construc- 

tion 

Tenders  let 
or  beiiiR 
invited 

Total 

Barlby  

uu 

104 

54 

Cliffe  

14 

14 

24 

Deighton  

4 

4 

Dunnington 

38 

38 

16 

Elvington 

16 

16 

Escrick  

12 

12 

Fulford  

86 

86 

Hemingbrough  .... 

10 

10 

14 

Heslington 

32 

32 

Kelfield  

12 

12 

19* 

Kexby  

8 

8 

Naburn  

9 

9 

13 

North  Duffield  .... 

6 

6 

6* 

Riccall  

14 

6 

20 

28- 

Skipwith  

8 

8 

4 

Stillingfleet 

10 

10 

6 

Thorganby 

6 

6 

Wheldrake 

14 

14 

8 

Total  

399 

4 

6 

409 

192 

* This  in  each  case  inclufles  (2)  Agricultural  Houses  built  in  1944. 


